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This issue is dedicated to Stephen R. Bissette for his 
never_ending encouragement of me to finish this crime 
comic. Like other cartoonists before me, I can’t say 
enough good things about this rare treasure of the 
Green Mountains. He is also one helluva nice guy. 

Very special thanks to Saints Peter and Paul Church for 
allowing access for photo references. It was incredibly 
helpful to know that the rooms, hallways, trap doors, 
and secret passages I imagined for this story actually 
exist. Thanks so much, Lydia.



Cocktails are 
at their best 

ice cold.
They should 
be shaken 

or stirred with 
shaved or 

cracked ice. 
 

An excellent 
cocktail 

should start 
with a dose 

of something 
strong.



Chapter Two
STRONG

Detroit, 13 years ago, a drunk_driving Father Joe Kirkpatrick hit Mr. and Mrs. 
Maupassant with his car, killing the wife and leaving the husband a double 
amputee. He was too drunk to notice that their five_year_old daughter, 
Lula, was buried alive in the wreckage.

New Year’s Eve, 1930. Earlier this evening, Lula and her father, both
alcoholics, discuss her plan to secure their favorite liquor, absinthe.
Meanwhile, two rumrunners, Harrison and Jonas, drive from Windsor,
Canada into the US via the newly constructed Ambassador Bridge. At the 
border, they are turned away by two double_crossing guards, Rhorry and 
Cherry, After killing the border patrolmen to avoid arrest, Harrison and Jonas 
stage a bold escape back into Canada. Undeterred, they attempt to enter 
Detroit by driving across the frozen river, Their truck gets caught in a snow 
drift, they abandon their cargo, and Harrison vows to fetch two River Gang 
members, Blackie and Wingtip, who “will know what to do.”
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 After dinner, 
guests may 
be served a 

small glass of 
liqueur as a 

digestif.
The ”Coffee 

Pusher” should 
pour the drink 
carefully as to 

show the 
different  
layers.



Appendix
POUSSE-CAFE



GENERAL NOTE - When I first wrote this 
story, originally called “Absinthe,” it was historically 
plausible, but many of the physical details of the 
scenes were left to the readers’ imaginations. Once 
I decided to turn the work into a graphic novel, it 
became necessary to resume my research in order 
to maintain historical accuracy. Instead of simply 
being the author of the story, I also had to become 
the production designer. It was important for me 
that every property object, vehicle, roadway and 
article of clothing was genuine to the period. Need-
less to say, this commitment to authenticity took 
a great deal of time and slowed down the artisitic 
production. Hopefully, the small, and sometimes 
imperceptible, details lend credibility to this story, 
and a more immersive experience for the reader. 
Welcome back to 1930. 

PAGE 8 - This warehouse district, along
Atwater Street, is located against the Detroit 
River, at the northeast end of the city. For 
decades, it was the home of Dry Docks Engine 
Works and Detroit Shipbuilders, but for a brief 
time, it was abandoned by the boat companies, 
and eventually Detroit Edison took up residency. 
This story takes place during the transitional years 
when the property changed many hands. The dry 
docks have since been filled with water and years.
PAGE 10 - The Bernstein Brothers: Abe, Joe, 
Ray, and Izzy, were heads of the Jewish mob family, 
The Purple Gang. The sobriquet came from their 
rotten reputation, like bad, purple meat. They 
terrorized Detroit during the 1920s but a decade 
later, their reign came to a close. The Italian gangs 
filled the ensuing power vacuum. 
PAGE 11 - After 10 years of Prohibition, the law 
was almost universally ignored. Cops and crimi-

nals alike profited from the contraband. Concan-
non’s dedication would be seen as antiquated and 
corny. Prohibition was steadily losing support and 
three years hence, was repealed by the Twenty-
First Amendment.
PAGE 12 PANEL 7 - “Ice Skating” refers to 
driving booze across the frozen river from Canada.
PAGE 14 - Polish mobster Chester Tutha ran a 
criminal outfit out of Hamtramck called the Lizard 
Gang, and the Lizard Lounge was an actual 
speakeasy. Wingtip is fictional, but Blackie was 
loosely modeled after James Livacoli, who became 
Cleveland’s crime kingpin. 
PAGE 16 - The Purple Gang often conducted 
business in this world-class hotel.
PAGE 1 7 PANEL 4 - Harry Millman was so 
violent and hate-filled that he was considered too 
dangerous by even his own mob family. Although 
he escaped a car bomb, the rival Sicilian mafia 
eventually shot him to death in 1937.
PAGE 19 PANEL 2 - Mayor John Smith 
existed but this prank is pure invention.
PAGE 21 - Saints Peter and Paul’s Jesuit 
Church on Jefferson Ave is one of Detroit’s oldest 
original buildings, founded in 1844. The adjunct, 
St. Catherine’s Chapel, located around the corner 
at Saint Antoine and Larned, was added to 
accommodate Detroit’s growing faithful population.
PAGE 23 - Alcoholics Anonymous was not 
started for another five years, but the self-help 
temperance movement, best illustrated by the 
Washingtonians, had been active for fifty years. 
PAGE 27 PANEL 5 - Carrie Nation was 
a famous teetotaler/vandal from the late 19th 
Century. She wielded a booze-bottle-smashing 
hatchet. Small in stature, she was the scourge of 
taverns and a hardline Temperance advocate.  


